




Enclosure 1.  Mojave Valley Backwater Conservation Area Project Location. 
 

 
  



Enclosure 2.  Mojave Valley Backwater Conservation Area Site Plan. 
 

 
  



Enclosure 3.  Tribal Mailing List 
 
Edward D. “Tito” Smith, Chairman 
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe  
P. O. Box 1976, Havasu Lake, CA  92363 

 
Sherry Cordova, Chairperson 
Cocopah Indian Tribe 

Somerton, AZ  85350 

 
H. Jill McCormick, Cultural Resource Manager 
Cocopah Indian Tribe 

 Somerton, AZ  85350 

 
Wilene Fisher-Holt, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Colorado River Indian Tribes 

Parker AZ  85344 

 
Timothy Williams, Chairman 
Fort Mohave Indian Tribe 

Needles, CA  92363 

 
Linda Otero, Director, Ahamakav Cultural Society 
Fort Mohave Indian Tribe 
P. O. Box 5990, Mohave Valley, AZ  86440 

 
Leigh Kuwanwisiwma, Director, Cultural Preservation Office 
Hopi Tribe of Arizona 
P. O. Box 123, Kykotsmovi, AZ  86039 

 
Loretta Jackson-Kelly, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Hualapai Tribe 
P. O. Box 310, Peach Springs, AZ  86434 

 
John Bathke, Quechan Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe 
P. O. Box 1899, Yuma, AZ  85366-1899 



Enclosure 4.  Hopi Tribe Response. 

 
  



 
  



Enclosure 5.  Native American Heritage Commission response. 
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September 1, 2015                      
                                                                                          In reply refer to:  BUR_2014_0421_001 
Mr. John Swett   
Bureau of Reclamation  
Lower Colorado River Regional Office  
Multi-Species Conservation Program 
P.O. Box 61470 
Boulder City, NV 89006-1470   
 
Re: National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 Consultation for the Mohave Valley 
Conservation Area Project (BUR_2014_0421_001)  
 
Dear Mr. Swett: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated July 31, 2015, requesting my review and comment with regard to 
the proposed Mohave Valley Conservation Area (MVCA) Project on the Lower Colorado river near 
Needles, California.  The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) is continuing consultation with me 
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations 
found at 36 CFR Part 800 (as amended 8-05-04), for the construction above mentioned proposed 
undertaking.  Along with your consultation letter, you also provided the following documents: 
 

 Mohave Valley Backwater Conservation Area Project APE maps,  

 Tribal Mailing list,  

 Hopi Tribe Response, and 

 California Native American heritage Commission Response (D. Singleton, March 28, 2014).  
 
In May of 2014, Reclamation consulted with my office regarding the MVCA. This initial consultation 
was undertaken regarding the excavation of 15 test pits  used to evaluate sediments within the 
project area to determine if the area was suitable to re-establish native vegetation with a 50 acre 
parcel of land. At that time, my office found your identification efforts sufficient, had no objections 
to the delineated APE, and concurred with your Finding of No Historic Properties Affected.   
 
Reclamation is continuing consultation with my office regarding the proposed construction of a 
backwater within the Conservation Area.  The project is being undertaken to partially fulfill 
commitments of the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program.  In addition to 
providing habitat for migratory birds, the project will provide backwater habitat for the 
flannelmouth sucker (Castotomus latipinnis) and two endangered species of native Colorado River 
fish, the razorback sucker (Xyranchen texanus) and the bonytail chub (Gila elegans).  The activities 
planned within the project area include grading and contouring the land, creating a backwater 
channel, and adding water control structures at the inlet and outlet of the project area (as 
illustrated in the provided technical documents). All excavated sediments will remain with the 
project boundaries.  
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Reclamation has determined that the area of potential effects (APE) for this undertaking is the 
entire 50 acre project area on the lower Colorado River, within the northern portion of Moabi 
Regional Park (as illustrated in the provided technical documents) and includes all ground-
disturbing activities associated with project implementation, construction staging areas, and access 
routes.   
 
Archival research was conducted of Reclamation cultural resource files. No previously recorded 
archaeological resources were identified with the APE. A pedestrian surface survey was conducted 
in 2011 during improvements to Moabi Regional Park. No cultural resources were identified in the 
project APE. Reclamation initiated tribal consultation in May, 2015 and no potential historic 
properties were identified through your Native American consultation efforts.  
 
As a result of the identification efforts, no historic properties were identified in the APE and, 
pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1), Reclamation has found that no historic properties will be affected 
by the proposed undertaking.  Reclamation is requesting my review and comment on the 
delineation of the APE, their efforts to identify historic properties, and is seeking my concurrence 
with their finding that the proposed undertaking will result in no historic properties affected. After 
reviewing your submission I have the following comments: 
 

 Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(a)(1), I have no objections to the APE as defined.  
 

 Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(b), I find that Reclamation has made a reasonable and good faith 
effort to identify historic properties within the area of potential effects.   

 

 Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1)(i), I do not object with your finding of no historic 
properties affected for this undertaking.   

 
Thank you for seeking my comments and considering historic properties as part of your project 
planning.  Be advised that under certain circumstances, such as unanticipated discovery or a change 
in project description, Reclamation may have additional future responsibilities for this undertaking 
under 36 CFR Part 800.  If you have any questions, please contact Patrick Riordan of my staff at 
(916) 445-7017 or Patrick.Riordan@parks.ca.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer 


